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executive summary
With the winter sports season now concluded, we want to extend our heartfelt
congratulations to all our sporting associations and clubs for their remarkable
achievements.

The Sutherland Shire is proud to have some of the highest sports participation rates in
NSW, and the Council is dedicated to meeting the needs of our large and diverse
sporting community.

This inaugural report outlines our ongoing efforts to enhance services, and we’d like to
highlight some key milestones from the past six months:

150+ winter sports field allocation inquiries processed
136,000+ hours dedicated to sports facilities
99% customer service inquiry clearance rate
$345,000 in grant funding secured
Support for 6 local clubs with grant applications
Drafting of a Sport Field Allocation Policy, with supporting guidelines in
development
Comprehensive review of golf and tennis facilities within the Shire
Improved drainage, irrigation, and lighting at multiple sporting fields

Despite earlier weather disruptions, we congratulate our local associations, clubs,
athletes, officials, and volunteers for a successful winter season.

Scott Pracy
Senior Manager, Sport & Leisure Services
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 Objective 
To provide our community with access to sports
grounds, facilities and participation
opportunities that encourage and facilitate a
healthy and active lifestyle.

VISion 
A sustainable and equitable approach to
delivering high-quality sports infrastructure and
facilities, that enables our community to be
leaders in sports participation and performance.

vision & objective
Sport Strategy 2022-2037

4



SPORT assets 
snapshot

Total space allocated for sports use

285.17ha

Green sports field space^ 

149.26ha

55
Green sports field sites*

73
Sports sites with formal assets
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*Excludes informal sports assets (eg netball ring in small park) 
^Excludes golf courses and synthetic playing fields
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2024 winter season 
participation numbers  

20,280

*The above numbers reflect data provided by local sporting Associations via the Sport Services 2024 winter season participation survey issued in
August 2024. 
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40k+
Local winter season sport
participants

391655



Football
51%

Netball
13%

Rugby League
12%

Other
12%

Baseball
7%

Rugby Union
3%

2024 winter season 
SPORT FIELDS ALLOCATIONS

AFL
2%

22K

150
Total EOIs received

allocations BREAKDOWN
Local sporting user groups

84

*Figures above do not include school bookings, casual hire, special event or one off hire bookings.
Individual field slot allocations

136K
Total hours allocated
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month rain events days closed rain fall

April 5 2 229.3mm
May 17 12 222.9mm
June 8 4 319.7mm
July  15 8 85.5mm

August 7 2 29.4mm
Total 52 28 886.8mm

days

25
31
30
31
31
148

MONTH BY MONTH ANALYSIS

7.5
6.5

14.5
22

Weekends

2024 winter season
wet weather FIELD Closures

WEEKEND SNAPSHOT

8

Weekends
Fields Open

Closed by sports

Weekends
Fields Closed

Closed by Council

1

81%
SPORTS FIELDS 

WERE OPEN

of the WINTER Season days



2024 winter season 
SYNTHETIC FIELD HIRE

Sutherland Shire Football Association
64.4%

Schools
24.9%

Oztag
10.7%

447
Confirmed Bookings

bookings by user group
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2,234
Confirmed Bookings

Cancelation Rate

27%
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129 11k

school bookings:
sport fields

Total Allocated
Sports Assets

67
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Total School
User Groups

highest utilised facilities 
(Total booked hours)



athletics track
venue

*Due to wet weather field closures, the 6 booked events booked at Waratah Athletics Track did not take place.

11

shire school
groups

total 
bookings

out of shire
school groups

sylvania 67 10235
the ridge 45 8035
waratah
sutherland 3 *63

school bookings
athletics facilities



Dobell Road (2)
18.2%

Yala Road (2)
16.9%

Seymour Shaw (8)
15.1%

Waratah Sutherland (4)
12.6%

Blaxland Drive (4)
12%

Scylla Bay (2)
8.9%

Bonnet Bay (2)
6.4%

Grand Parade (2)
4.6%

Waterfall (2)
0.5%

2024 winter season
tennis COURT hire 

5,101
Confirmed Bookings

Cancelation Rate
39%

7,156
Confirmed Bookings

average bookings per court
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sport services
customer enquiries 

Sports Field/Oval
28.1%

Tennis Faciilities
26%

Athletics Facilities
20.8%

Grants
9.4%

General/Other
7.3%

Netball Facilities
4.2%

Sport Clubhouses
2.1%

Cycling
2.1%

263

262
sports enquiry 

CLOSED requests

sports enquiry 

assigned requests

Sport related issues logged via council’s customer
request system for period:
1 January 2024 - 1 September 2024 sports enquiries: BY category 
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GRANTS & FUNDING
UPDATE
‘Sport Services has focused on securing funding to
upgrade our sport facilities and to complement our
CapEx program. 

Sport Services has diligently applied for multiple
grants, with several successful outcomes and
outcomes still pending.’
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grant applications
successful GRANT APPLICATIONS
Sport Services has been successful in the following four grant applications,
totalling $345,000.
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NSW Government 
Office of Sport One-off Grant

Gwawley Park Sports Field
Floodlighting Upgrade

$225K

unsuccessful GRANT APPLICATIONS
Sport Services were unsuccessful in two grant applications, totalling $815,000.

The Ridge 1 & 2, 
Cricket practice nets upgrade
Cricket Australia Strategic
Infrastructure Funding

$40K
ANZAC Oval, 
Cricket practice nets upgrade
Cricket Australia Strategic
Infrastructure Funding

$40K

Glenn McGrath Oval, 
Cricket practice nets upgrade
Cricket Australia Strategic
Infrastructure Funding

$40K

Buckle Reserve
Floodlighting Upgrade
NSW Government - Level the Playing Field

$200K
Captain Cook Fields
Floodlighting Upgrade
NSW Government - Play Our Way Grant

$615K



communication & 
process

Developing Standard Operating Procedures

Developed Internal Grant Assessment Tool

Developing Internal Grant Reporting Process

Developed Grant Opportunities Newsletter

Developing Online Guide for Sport Clubs

Updating Grant and Infrastructure Webpages
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Sport Services has improved communication around grant funding
opportunities and enhanced internal processes to ensure effective
and efficient management of grant applications.



akuna oval
changerooms upgrade

Status: Pending

club support

jannali oval
changerooms upgrade

Status: Pending

Status: Pending

gwawley park
changerooms upgrade

Yarrawarrah baseball club

$200K

$100K

letters of support
Sport Services received and supported 6 local clubs sport facility
upgrades grant applications with 1 successful, 3 unsuccessful and 2
still pending. 

MENAI ROOSTERS rugby league  NSW Government 

$180K
como-jannali football club

Status: Successful

Status: Pending

Yarrawarrah reserve
fencing upgrade

$300K

st. john bosco youth club

$1.5m

cronulla junior afl club

 boystown oval
new clubhouse

foreshaw park
 changerooms upgrade$100K

Status: Unsuccessful

Status: Pendingsouthern district rugby club

Status: Unsuccessful

Status: Unsuccessful
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CAPITAL WORKS
PROJECTS 
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Capital works projects are major works on Council
owned and managed land. These include optimising
the use of existing facilities, developing additional
facilities at existing sporting reserves, as well as
developing new sports facilities.

For more information about the current key projects
we're delivering for our community click here.

https://www.sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au/your-council/projects-in-your-area/featured-projects


irrigation 
system renewal

gymea bay 
OVAL

floodlighting
upgrade

2024 projects
COMPLETED OR UNDERWAY

seymour shaw 
tennis courts
court surface

renewal

apr augjuljunmay

anzac 
oval 

sep

coachwood 
oval

drainage &
irrigation 

novoct dec

Cricket Pitch Renewal Program

ANZAC Oval
Lakewood Reserve
Lilli Pilli Oval
Loftus Oval
Seymour Shaw No.2
Solander Oval (Nets)
Sutherland Oval No.2
The Ridge 3 & 4
The Ridge 5 & 6

 Box Road Lower Fields
 Canberra Road Oval
 Glen McGrath Oval (Nets)
 Grays Point Oval
 Gwawley Park
 Gwawley Park (Nets)
 Heathcote Oval
 Kareela Oval 4

 lincoln
OVAL

drainage
system

woolooware
OVAL

floodlighting
upgrade

 jenola 
 fields

floodlighting
upgrade

 heathcote
OVAL

floodlighting
upgrade

kirrawee
OVAL

drainage &
irrigation 

 caringbah 
OVAL

floodlighting
upgrade

LAKEWOOD
OVAL

drainage
system

WORONORA
HEIGHTS OVAL

drainage
system

tennis courts
court surface

renewal

north

woronora heights 
drainage 

system

loftus 
oval
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irrigation 
system renewal

BLAXLAND 
oval 



GWAWLEY PARK
south

FLOODLIGHTING 
UPGRADE

ANZAC 
OVAL

FLOODLIGHTING & 
ELECTRICAL UPGRADE

BOX ROAD 
RESERVE 

SPORT FIELDS 
UPGRADE

2025 projects
PLANNED FOR COMPLETION

GLENn MCGRATH 
OVAL

CRICKET WICKET 
TABLE RENEWAL

jan mayaprmarfeb

buckle 
reserve

FLOODLIGHTING 
UPGRADE

JUN

SEYMOUR SHAW
STAGE 2

SPORT FIELDS 
UPGRADE

GLENn MCGRATH 
OVAL

CRICKET NETS 
UPGRADE
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sport strategy actions

Tennis Facilities Plan

Golf Facilities Plan

Develop Design Standards for Sports Field Amenities Buildings

Business Proposal Submitted

Sport Field Assessment Audit

Draft Sport Field Allocation Policy

Draft Wet Weather Guidelines

Draft Change of Season Guidelines



2024/25 Summer Season: 14 September 2024 to 16 March 2025 
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planning ahead

2025 Winter season Expressions of Interest Window: 1 - 30 November.

2025 Winter Season Dates: 29 March - 31 August 2025

Change of Season Window (Summer to Winter): 17 - 28 March 2025

To subscribe to Council’s Sport Services newsletter, click here.

For the latest information and updates on grants and funding that can
assist your sport association or Club, click here.

https://nsw.us18.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=bba52e97b238a0e389a80166a&id=9791862b28
https://www.sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au/play-and-explore/sport/sport-and-recreational-grants#:~:text=Sutherland%20Shire%20Council%20is%20committed%20to


our team

michelle whitehurst
Director, Community
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scott pracy
Senior Manager, Sport & Leisure 

stephanie mcmullen
Administration Officer, Sport & Leisure

jaCK ROBERTSON
Sports Advisor Sports Advisor

brendan crossrenee bennett
Sports Strategy Advisor

Sport Services Manager
craig kiely

BLAKE JARVIS
Sports Officer



sport@ssc.nsw.gov.au

4-20 Eton Street
Sutherland NSW 2232
02 9710 0333

sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au


